The effect of artificial rearing on the growth of foals.
Fourteen Quarter Horse foals were used to evaluate the effects of artificial rearing on growth. Seven foals were removed from their dams at 3 d of age and fed a reconstituted 26% crude protein (CP) milk replacer free choice for 1 mo, at which time ad libitum solid feeding began. Controls were weaned from their dams at 2 mo of age and fed a 21% CP concentrate ad libitum until the end of the trial. Variables measured during the 26-wk trial were live body weight, height at the withers and length of body from point of shoulder to point of hip. No significant differences were found between the two groups, except during wk 8 where 2-mo weaned foals were slightly heavier (P less than .10). Average daily gains for artificially reared and 2-mo weaned foals were .95 and .98 kg, respectively.